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Leisure 

^UR  PLANS  FOR  RECONSTRUCTION  RIGHTLY  BEGIN 
with  the  aim  of  a  higher  standard  of  life  through  regular 
employment  at  good  wages,  training  in  skill  and  technique, 
better  education  and  equal  opportunities  for  everyone  in  the 
choice  of  a  career,  more  and  better  houses  and  so  on.  All 
these  things  are  essential  to  enable  us  to  enjoy  a  fuller  and  a 
happier  life.  For  work  is  not  an  end  in  itself,  it  is  a  means  to 
improving  the  way  we  live  and  spend  our  leisure,  making 
life  more  interesting  and  satisfying,  enabling  man  to  develop 
what  are  called  the  “  spiritual  ”  values  of  life. 

MORE  LEISURE 

The  resolution  of  the  recent  Trades  Union  Congress  calling 
for  legislation  to  secure  a  Forty  Hour  working  week  and 
holidays  with  pay  for  all  is  a  welcome  step  in  the  right  direction. 
So  also  its  decision  to  refer  to  the  General  Council  the  proposal 
of  the  Association  of  Cine  Technicians  for  a  great  Trades 
Union  Memorial  to  the  fallen  in  the  war  for  freedom,  in  the 
shape  of  a  national  centre  for  Entertainment  and  Recreation. 
This  is  a  magnificent  idea,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  be 
realised  in  the  establishment  of  a  great  popular  Centre  for 
amateurs  and  professionals,  in  all  the  Arts. 

BETTER  USE  OF  LEISURE 
But  the  fuller  use  of  our  leisure,  the  means  to  indulge  in 
hobbies,  to  enjoy  sports  and  recreational  activities  of  every 
kind  can  only  be  adequately  met  in  the  localities,  in  the  villages 
and  the  towns  themselves.  The  Communist  Party  holds 
that  this  should  be  a  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authorities, 
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the  elected  representatives  of  the  people.  Too  often  existing 
Museums  and  Art  Galleries  are  dull  and  so  remain  neglected. 
Their  management  is  often  left  to  an  overworked  official  such 
as  the  Librarian,  who  cannot  give  proper  attention  to  such 
things. 

We  should  see  that  all  Housing  and  Reconstruction 
Schemes  make  provision  for  facilities  for  recreation  and 
entertainment  ;  local  Community  Centres  at  which  Concerts, 
Plays  and  Dances  can  be  arranged.  Films  shown  and  Exhibi¬ 
tions  of  Art  and  Craftsmanship  organised  by  the  community. 
In  the  larger  factories  workers  and  management  can  continue 
and  extend  further  the  musical  and  other  amateur  artistic 
activities  which  have  in  many  instances  grown  up  during  the 
war  years,  financing  these  through  joint  worker  and  employer 
funds. 

OUR  NATIONAL  HERITAGE 

The  war  with  its  restrictions,  its  long  absences  from 
home,  and  “service  abroad,  has  brought  home  to  all  of  us  new 
appreciation  of  the  beauties  and  historical  interest  of  our 
own  country.  The  Communist  Party  believes  that  easy  access 
to  beauty  spots  and  historic  sites  for  ordinary  people  should 
be  the  right  of  every  citizen.  It  condemns  the  exploitation 
of  these  things  by  private  profitmongers,  and  urges  that  national 
and  local  authorities  take  responsibility  for  holiday-making - 
facilities,  establishing  municipal  Holiday  Camps  and  conducting 
them  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  The  initiative  of  the 
Co-operative  Movement  in  establishing  Holiday  Camps  is 
very  welcome  and,  given  the  public  support  that  it  deserves, 
will,  we  hope,  be  widely  extended. 


The  B.B.C.  is  now  an  established  and  vital  factor  in  the 
leisure  time  of  millions  of  people,  and  should  be  seen  in  all  its 
importance  from  that  point  of  view.  We  must  take  more 
interest  in  its  achievements  and  difficulties. 

It  should  be  made  directly  responsible  to  Parliament  as 
representing  the  people  ;  the  present  anomalous  position  is 
very  unsatisfactory.  It  needs  more  funds  for  developing  and 
improving  its  work,  more  independence  for  its  cultural 
activities,  and  Regional  autonomy,  at  least  for  Wales  and 
Scotland. 

Communists  also  want  to  see  the  fine  work  of  the  Council  • 
for  Encouragement  of  Music  and  the  Arts  (CEMA)  continued 
in  peace,  and  extended  in  its  scope.  At  trifling  cost  to  the 
State  this  body  has  helped  to  widen  the  experience  and  increase 
the  pleasure  of  large  numbers  of  people  who  would  otherwise 
never  have  had  the  chance  to  enjoy  a  play,  first-class  music, 
or  an  exhibition  of  fine  works  of  art.  It  has  helped  artists 
as  well  as  audiences.  It  deserves  a  permanent  place  in  our 
national  life. 

Let  the  years  of  reconstruction  ahead  of  us  become  years 
of  increased  awareness  of  the  beauties  and  spiritual  values  life 
can  give  to  everyone,  years  of  creative  leisure  as  well  as  of 
hard  work,  a  re-birth  of  British  sport,  art  and  craftsmanship. 

If  you  wish  to  know  more  about  other  questions  of 
Communist  Policy,  advice  on  reading  tnaierial, 
or  details  of  membership,  write  to  : — 

COMMUNIST  PABTY,  PROPAGANDA  DEPARTMENT, 

16,  King  Street,  London,  W.C.2  (Tern.  Bar  2151) 
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